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Barbara Tracy 

Welcome to the 2013 Mississippi Music Teachers Association 
Collegiate Competitions!  We are very grateful to Belhaven 
University, Dr. Stephen Sachs (Music Department Chair), and 
Valerie Tate (Administrative Assistant) for sharing their 
facilities and hosting this event.  We thank the Belhaven faculty, 
staff, and students for all their help with these competitions.  We 
also thank Rosangela Sebba, Vice President for Collegiate and 
National Competitions, for all the competition logistics.   

The MMTA Collegiate Competitions offer an opportunity for 
our Mississippi students to perform and compete for state 
awards.  We also offer master classes to develop their 
performance and technical skills.  We hope this performance 
and evaluation procedure enhances student musicianship and 
provides a positive experience.   

Please enjoy the wonderful Belhaven facilities.  Please remember 
that the public is invited to see the performances.  We thank both 
teachers and students for supporting this important MMTA  

activity, and we welcome parents and guests.  Winner pictures will be featured in our online 
newsletter, Mississippi Music Teacher (MMT), available on http://msmusicteachers.org/ 

Please remember that MMTA also hosts Music Teachers National Association (MTNA) 
competitions as part of our annual fall conference.  Winners from each of MTNA categories 
represent Mississippi at the Southern Division competitions in January 2014.  Division winners 
compete each year at the MTNA National Conference in March.  Our MMTA 2013 Fall Conference 
will be held at Mississippi University for Women in Columbus on November 1-2, 2013.  We 
welcome both teacher and student attendees. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Tracy 
MMTA President 
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MMTA COMPETITION SCHEDULES 
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Piano Competition 
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Voice Competition 
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Woodwind Competition 

Winners, 

Please have your picture taken for 
the Mississippi Music Teacher! 
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MMTA COMPETITION JUDGES 

Mezzo-soprano Susan Fleming maintains an active and varied 
career, appearing frequently as an orchestral soloist, recitalist, and 
in opera.  A native of Richmond, Virginia, she has been acclaimed 
for her impeccable and communicative musicianship, as well as the 
clarity and beauty of her voice.  A recent review in the Baltimore 
Sun (March 2012) states that “…mezzo-soprano Susan Fleming 
offered a sublime “Qui sedes…” and further, “…For me, the most 
outstanding soloist was Fleming, whose voice seemed truly to 
become part of the orchestra, as its most expressive instrument….” 

Dr. Fleming has appeared in concert as soloist at such venues as the 
Queen Elizabeth Hall, London, Canterbury Cathedral, the National  

Gallery of Art, the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, and the Library of Congress. She has 
given concerts and recitals in Switzerland, Italy, Japan, England, and Romania, as well as 
numerous venues throughout the United States.   In May 2008, she served as a Master Clinician 
and gave a recital at West University of Timisoara in Timisoara, Romania.  She was invited back 
for more Master Classes and recitals in May 2009. 

Twice the recipient of fellowships for the Bach Aria Festival and Institute, her extensive oratorio 
and concert experience includes repertoire ranging from Monteverdi and Bach to Britten, Crumb, 
and Westergaard. Concert appearances include engagements with the Green Bay, Abilene, 
Macon, Annapolis Chamber, Tuscaloosa and Alabama symphonies. 

A specialist in American Art Song, Dr. Fleming has been the featured guest recitalist for both the 
Southern Regional and Mississippi state National Association of Teachers of Singing 
Conventions, as well as a Convention artist for both the Mississippi and Alabama Music 
Teachers Association.  She also appeared in recital at the Festival of American Song in Boulder, 
Colorado.  She continues to be in demand for recital work, singing on concert series in Maryland, 
Georgia, Mississippi, and Alabama, as well as Washington D.C.’s prestigious Cosmos Club.  Dr. 
Fleming was invited to perform for a Conference for 19th Century French Studies in Ohio, and 
the 7th International Conference of Spanish Carribean/Latina Writers in New York. 

Dr. Fleming received critical acclaim from Andrew Porter in the New Yorker for her portrayal of 
the role of Alessandro in the American premier of Handel’s Tolomeo with the Smithsonian 
Concerto Grosso conducted by renowned Baroque specialist Nicholas McGegan.  Additional 
operatic roles include Prince Orlofsky, Hansel, Miss Todd, Dido, Tessa (The Gondoliers), Ciesca 
(Gianni Schicchi), Dinah (Trouble in Tahiti), Herself (The Proposal), Volpino (The Apothecary, Flora 
(La Traviata), Queen of the Fairies (Iolanthe), and Little Buttercup (HMS Pinafore). 
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Dr. Fleming is in demand as a master class clinician throughout the southeast, mid-Atlantic, 
Midwest, and abroad.   Her students have been frequent winners in state and regional 
competitions, including the Metropolitan Opera Council Auditions, the Orpheus Competition, and 
NATS.  Student successes include roles with the Atlanta Opera, the Baltimore Opera, Center City 
Opera (Philadelphia), Opera Birmingham, and Alabama Operaworks.  They have received 
apprenticeships with the Intermezzo Foundation (Bruges, Belgium), the Opera Theatre and Music 
Festival of Lucca, Italy, Glimmerglass Opera, Brevard Music Center, Opera North, Opera in the 
Ozarks, Cedar Rapids Opera, Harrower Opera Workshop, and the Druid City Opera 
Workshop.  And they have been accepted into graduate programs at schools including The 
Juilliard School, University of Michigan, University of Maryland, University of Minnesota, 
University of Texas-Austin, Florida State University, San Francisco Conservatory, and others. 

Dr. Fleming holds degrees from the University of Maryland (DMA), Ball State University (MM), 
and James Madison University (BME).  She is Professor of Voice and Voice Area Coordinator at the 
School of Music at the University of Alabama. 

Scot Humes, Associate Professor of Clarinet and 
Saxophone, joined the ULM faculty in the Fall of 2006. 
In addition to private instruction he teaches Music 
Appreciation for non-music majors, Sophomore Aural 
Skills, Woodwind Methods, and Form & Analysis. 
Humes earned a Doctor of Musical Arts from Stony 
Brook University, a Master of Music degree from Ball 
State University, and a Bachelor of Music degree from 
the Oberlin Conservatory of Music. His teachers 
include Larry Mentzer, Lawrence McDonald, Caroline 
Hartig, Charlie Neidich, Alan Kay, and Dan Gilbert. 

Humes maintains an active performance schedule of solo and chamber recitals that includes 
working with composers Eric Ewazen, Frank Ticheli, Chen Yi, and Stephen Paulus on the 
performance of their works, and world premiere performances of works by Gwyneth Walker and 
Libby Larsen. He is currently Principal Clarinet of the Monroe Symphony Orchestra and has 
performed with many orchestras including the Shreveport Symphony, Muncie Symphony, Marion 
Philharmonic, Fort Wayne Philharmonic, and the Peconic Chamber Orchestra. Additionally, he 
has performed and presented master classes at Michigan State University, the University of 
Southern Mississippi, Mississippi College, Piedmont College, and Winona State University, as well 
performances for the conference of the College Music Society Southern chapter. As an adjudicator 
and clinician, he has presented clinics at the Louisiana and Texas Music Educators Association 
conventions, and has been published in the journal of the National Association of College Wind 
and Percussion Instructors. 
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Humes is a member of the College Music Society, the National Association of College Wind and 
Percussion Instructors, and the International Clarinet Association. His recordings include the 2003 
release of Meyer Kupferman’s Structures with the Stony Brook Contemporary Chamber Players, 
and a 2005 recording of Black Sky Hates The Moon, a contemporary opera by composer Max 
Duykers, and a 2008 recording of Buffalo Gals and Other Songs by Gwyneth Walker. 

Dr. Steele Moegle is an Associate Professor of Music at Louisiana Tech 
University. She serves as the head of three areas: piano studies, 
collaboration/accompanying, and music appreciation studies. Her 
teaching responsibilities include applied piano, piano classes, music 
history, and music appreciation. 

In addition to teaching, she is well known throughout the region as a 
soloist and collaborator. A doctoral graduate of the University of 
Colorado at Boulder, Dr. Moegle has studied performing, coaching, and 
collaborative techniques with internationally known pianists and 
coaches, such as Robert Spillman, Larry Graham, Mutsumi Moteki, and 
Constance Carroll. Recent performance venues include the University of  

Texas at San Antonio, Middle Tennessee State University, Centenary College, Mississippi College, 
the University of Louisiana at Monroe, and the University of Alabama. 

Dr. Moegle is frequently in demand as an adjudicator, having judged at local, state, and regional 
competitions. Her students continually seek outside performance and competitive opportunities. 
Her excellent teaching has led to invitations to give master classes for area music teachers 
associations and universities. 

Along with performing, Dr. Moegle enjoys researching women in music and American popular 
music. Her current focus includes the female composers Cecile Chaminade, Amy Beach, and Lili 
Boulanger. In popular music she is currently studying the king of pop: Michael Jackson. She has 
presented papers at Tech's Liberal Arts Symposium, the Southern Chapter Conference of the 
College of Music Society, and at an international musicological conference in Struga, Macedonia. 
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Contestants  
 

Piano 
Robby Blaine (Angela Willoughby) 

Maleessa Lynn Brenchley (Angela Willoughby) 
Miriam Nicole Clanton (Theresa Sanchez) 

Patience I. Coats (Theresa Sanchez) 
Eddie D. Crews (Karen Laubengayer) 

Jacob Dodd (Karen Laubengayer) 
Labethani May (Karen Laubengayer) 
Rachel McCartney (Stephen Sachs) 

Mary Catherine McKibben (Angela Willoughby) 
Carroll McLaughlin (Karen Laubengayer) 

Christa Morgan (Michael Rushing) 
Thomas Ranshaw (Theresa Sanchez) 

Heather Plyer (Stephen Sachs) 
Tianna Rogers (Stephen Sachs) 

 
Voice 

Wesley Shaquille Barnett (Susan Smith) 
Edwin Davis (Phyllis Lewis-Hale) 

Tiffany Johnson (Phyllis Lewis-Hale) 
Chance Scott Ragsdale (Susan Smith) 

Caitlyn Shows (Susan Smith) 
 

Woodwind Concerto 
Zully Alejandra Casallas (Euridice Alvarez) 

Amanda Corkran (Shelley Collins) 
Jessica Egdorf (Shelley Collins) 
Kyle Richter (Euridice Alvarez) 
Robyn Rouse (Shelley Collins) 

Andrewa Silverio (Euridice Alvarez) 
 



 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

 
February 23, 2013 – MMTA Collegiate Competitions, Belhaven University, Jackson, MS 

 
April 6, 2013 – Pre-College District Evaluations, Group B (Columbus/Starkville, Ellisville, 

Oxford, and Vicksburg) 

April 13, 2013 – Pre-College District Evaluations, Group A (Goodman, Gulf Coast, Hattiesburg, 
Jackson, Meridian, and Tupelo) 

April 20, 2013 -- MVSU Piano Festival, Itta Bena, MS 
 

May 18, 2013 – MMTA Pre-College Finals, Hinds Community College, Raymond 

Fall 2013 MMTA Conference – Mississippi University for Women, Columbus, MS 

 

Do you have an event you would like to be placed in the Mississippi Music Teacher?  Contact Stephanie 
Holmes at seholmes2@hotmail.com.   

 

MMTA PAST PRESIDENTS 

1956-2012 

1955-56 Mark Hoffman 

1957-58 Roger Phelps 

1959-60 Grady Cox 

1961-62 George Mums 

1963-66 Jack Lyall 

1967-70 Sigfred Matson 

1971-72 Jonathan Sweat 

1973-74 Virginia Hoogenakker 

1975-76 William Rutledge 

1977-78 Desmond Kincaid 

1979-80 George Imbragulio 

1980-81 Harold Thompson 

1982-84 Natalia da Roza 

1984-86 Pat Tuley 

1986-88 Paul Anderson 

1988-90 Annette Joe 

1990-92 Darwin Brooks 

1992-94 Theresa Sanchez 

1994-96 Joel Harrison 

1996-98 Sharon Lebsack 

1998-00 Carol Schutzmann 

2000-02 Graham Purkerson 

2002-04 Donna Banks 

2004-06 Joanna Burnside 

2006-08 Angela Willoughby 

2008-10 Rachel Heard 

2010-12 Ian Hominick 

 



 

 

MMTA Officers 

President 

Barbara Tracy 
617 Holly Ridge Drive 
Vicksburg, MS 39180 
Phone: 601-638-3453 
barbara9872@att.net 

President Elect 

Ellen Price Elder 
116 Poplar Road 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
Phone: 601-467-9745 
Work: 601-318-6179 
ellen@ellenelder.com 

Immediate Past President 

Ian Hominick 
432 Cherokee Drive 
Oxford, MS 38655 
Phone: 662-513-4994 
Work: 662-915-1282 
ihominic@olemiss.edu 

VP for Membership & Web Management 

Janine Beasley 
3122 N 5th Ave. 
Laurel, MS 39440 
Phone: 601-649-9240 
music@beasinc.com 

VP for Collegiate & National Competitions 

Rosangela Yazbec Sebba 
P.O. Box 6240 
Mississippi State, MS 39762 
Phone: 662-325-2854 
rys3@colled.msstate.edu 

VP for Pre-College Performances 

Alice Ballard 
Hinds Community College 
P.O. Box 1100 
Raymond, MS 39154 
Phone: 769-226-7038 
Work: 601-857-3528 
Alice.Ballard@hindscc.edu 
 

VP for Pre-College Evaluations 

Dixie Lawson 
29 Scarlett Street 
Purvis, MS 39475 
Phone: 601-268-6216 
musicmom1986@comcast.net  

VP for Public Relations (Newsletter Editor) 

Stephanie Holmes 
226 Hillcrest Drive 
Kosciusko, MS 39090 
Phone: 662-417-1390 
seholmes2@hotmail.com 

Secretary 

Yvonne Young-McGrath 
753 Canterbury Dr 
Biloxi, MS 39532-4303 
Phone: 228-617-9127 
mcgmomx4@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 

Michael Rushing 
1034 RN Whitfield St. 
Florence, MS 39073 
Phone: 601-573-1068 
mrushing@mc.edu 

Appointed Officers 

Chair of Theory & Composition 

Benjamin Williams 
1221 Cliffdale Dr 
Clinton, MS 39056 
Phone: 601-925-7739 
benwilliams@mc.edu 

Chair of Independent Music Teachers Forum 

Victoria Johnson 
900 South Court Street 
Ellisville, MS 39437 
Phone: 601-477-2674 
victoria.johnson@jcjc.edu 

 



 

 

Chair of College Faculty Forum 

Angela Willoughby 
100 Murial St 
Clinton, MS 39056 
Phone: 601-906-8040 
willough@mc.edu 

Chair of Certification 

Jacqueline Thornell 
5929 Lake Terrace Circle 
Jackson, MS 39211 
Phone: 601-952-0060 
jsthornell@bellsouth.net  

Assistant to the VP for Public 
Relations 

Position not filled 

Webmaster 

Handmade Designs                                                   
Toll Free 1-877-467-2660    
www.handmadedesigns.com 

Performance Area Chairs 

Brass 

Douglas Mark 
Delta State University 
Department of Music 
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4607 
dmark@deltastate.edu 

Chamber Music/Jazz 

Jung-Won Shin 
Delta State University 
Department of Music 
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4123 
jshin@deltastate.edu 

Guitar 

Nicholas Ciraldo, DMA 
University of Southern Mississippi 
118 College Drive #5081 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406 
Office: 601-266-5401 
nicholas.ciraldo@usm.edu 
 

Piano 

Elizabeth Moak 
609 Woodbine Lane 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402-2050 
Phone: 601-268-5524 
elizabeth.moak@usm.edu 

Strings 

Alexander Russakovsky 
University of Southern Mississippi 
School of Music 
118 College Drive, # 5081 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406 
Phone: 601-266 6851 
arussakovsky@hotmail.com 

Voice 

Phyllis Lewis-Hale 
Jackson State University 
Department of Music 
P.O. Box 17055 
Jackson, MS 39217 
Phone: 601-979-2984 
phyllis.lewis-hale@jsums.edu 

Woodwinds 

Shelley Collins 
Delta State University 
Department of Music 
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4617 
scollins@deltastate.edu 

Collaborative Arts 

Theresa Sanchez, NCTM 
907 N 34th Ave 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
Phone: 601-271-8700 
theresa.sanchez@jcjc.edu 

Gulf Coast MTA 

Carol Mahler 
9428 Hidden Acres Road 
Pass Christian, MS 39571 
Phone: 228-586-1879 
jmdoc@bellsouth.net 

Hattiesburg Music Teachers League 

Laura Broughton 
29 Park Place, Apt. 1101 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402 
Phone: 601-441-1248 
drlaurab@comcast.net 

Jones County MTA 

Janine Beasley 
3122 N 5th Ave. 
Laurel, MS 39440 
Phone: 601-649-9240 
music@beasinc.com 

League of Meridian Music Teachers 

June Williams 
100 38th St. 
Meridian, MS 39301 
Phone: 601-482-4107 

Music Forum of Jackson 

Jane Duran Fox 
2209 Heritage Hill Drive 
Jackson, MS 39211 
Phone: 601-981-6607 
janeduranfox@gmail.com 

Music Forum of Tupelo 

Peggy Oakes 
2012 Strain St. 
Tupelo, MS 38804 
oakesp@bellsouth.net 

Vicksburg MTA 

Jeanne Evans 
3140 Drummond St 
Vicksburg, MS 39180-4912 
Phone: 601-634-0826 
ajevans88@bellsouth.net 

 
 

Local Affiliates 

Golden Triangle Music Forum 

Ricki Prewitt 
11 Lakes Boulevard 
Starkville, MS 39759 
Phone: 662-324-9393 
Cell: 662-312-3136 
rprewitt62@att.net 
 



 

 

  

Acknowledgements 
MMTA wishes to thank the following for their help in presenting this competition: 

Belhaven University 

Stephen Sachs and Valerie Tate, co-hosts 

Rosangela Yazbec Sebba, Vice-President for Collegiate and National Competitions 

 

Find us on the web! 

http://msmusicteachers.org 

Membership in Mississippi Music Teachers Association is open to individuals 

professionally engaged in any field of musical activity.  Since MMTA is a state 

affiliate of Music Teachers National Association, all membership is handled 

through national headquarters.  Please check the MTNA website 

http://www.mtna.org/home.htm or the MMTA VP for Membership for 

membership information or application forms. 


