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Back in 2012, I remember thinking about what kind of important things I could encourage as president 
of MMTA.  Just as I was putting my rose colored glasses on the shelf and dusting off my magic wand, I 
find out that a tornado has wreaked havoc with the largest music school in the state, and the MTNA 
Ethics code was in violation of the FTC free trade statutes.  I found that an officer position means dealing 
with brand new situations and ideas, and it expands your horizons.  It also means that you are privileged 
to meet a lot of wonderful performers, clinicians and teachers from all over the country plus the fact 
that you are privileged to deal with and develop friendships with a wonderful group of officers and 
members here in Mississippi. You also are able to attend wonderful conferences (they even send you to 
the Magic Kingdom) and competitions (even next door to grounds of the Kentucky Derby).  Ellen Elder 
will be taking over this job in November and will find out what new challenges appear on the horizon.  I 
know we will be in very capable hands.    

MTNA’s Summit for Leadership in September gives officers the opportunity to meet representatives 
from all over the country and compare notes and exchange ideas.  It also hosts classes in MTNA 101 and 
other leadership tools.  MTNA is one of the few organizations that offer great officer training.  MS has 
the opportunity of sending one voting delegate.  Alice Ballard will be representing us this year since 
Ellen has a concert tour scheduled at that time.  We look forward to adding some new faces to the 
MMTA board this fall.  Remember that accepting an officer position in MMTA means that your horizons 
will be expanded, and you will also be privileged to work with a wonderful group of people.  It really 
adds a lot to your life.  My one word of advice is to keep the word “encourage” in your thoughts when 
you have to deal with challenging or brand-new situations. 

I hope I have been able to encourage a positive attitude so our members participate in conferences, 
performances, and competitions.  I also hope that everyone feels comfortable meeting and enjoying 
their colleagues.  I think we have worked hard to smooth out competition, syllabus and theory hiccups.  
We need to inspire and mentor our new members and also foster increased participation in all our 
activities.  We are also working hard to have activities available for our colleagues who teach 
instruments other than piano.  In past board meetings, we have mentioned the possibility of incentives 
to encourage new MMTA members.  I think our “gift certificate” conference registration will be a great 
incentive for new people to see and hear about what we do.   Please make plans to attend our 60th 
MMTA Fall Conference at USM in Hattiesburg on October 31-November 1 and choose some colleagues 
to take advantage of the free/gift registration conference feature for anyone who has never been an 
MMTA member.  Come celebrate the newly renovated music buildings at USM.  Our guest artist concert 
will feature the USM orchestra with guest violinist, Marta Szlubowska, concert mistress of the MSO.  
Donna Toney will be IMTF speaker, and Luigi Zaninelli will be our commissioned composer.  Joanne 
Smith plans to present a piano clinician session and a masterclass.  We are also planning a special cake 
to celebrate 60 years. 

Barbara Tracy 
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Message from the President (continued) 

President’s Report 

August, 2014 

Back in 2012, I remember thinking about what kind of important things I could encourage as president 
of MMTA.  Just as I was putting my rose colored glasses on the shelf and dusting off my magic wand, I 
find out that a tornado has wreaked havoc with the largest music school in the state, and the MTNA 
Ethics code was in violation of the FTC free trade statutes.  I found that an officer position means dealing 
with brand new situations and ideas, and it expands your horizons.  It also means that you are privileged 
to meet a lot of wonderful performers, clinicians and teachers from all over the country plus the fact 
that you are privileged to deal with and develop friendships with a wonderful group of officers and 
members here in Mississippi. You also are able to attend wonderful conferences (they even send you to 
the Magic Kingdom) and competitions (even next door to grounds of the Kentucky Derby).  Ellen Elder 
will be taking over this job in November and will find out what new challenges appear on the horizon.  I 
know we will be in very capable hands.    

MTNA’s Summit for Leadership in September gives officers the opportunity to meet representatives 
from all over the country and compare notes and exchange ideas.  It also hosts classes in MTNA 101 and 
other leadership tools.  MTNA is one of the few organizations that offer great officer training.  MS has 
the opportunity of sending one voting delegate.  Alice Ballard will be representing us this year since 
Ellen has a concert tour scheduled at that time.  We look forward to adding some new faces to the 
MMTA board this fall.  Remember that accepting an officer position in MMTA means that your horizons 
will be expanded, and you will also be privileged to work with a wonderful group of people.  It really 
adds a lot to your life.  My one word of advice is to keep the word “encourage” in your thoughts when 
you have to deal with challenging or brand-new situations. 

I hope I have been able to encourage a positive attitude so our members participate in conferences, 
performances, and competitions.  I also hope that everyone feels comfortable meeting and enjoying 
their colleagues.  I think we have worked hard to smooth out competition, syllabus and theory hiccups.  
We need to inspire and mentor our new members and also foster increased participation in all our 
activities.  We are also working hard to have activities available for our colleagues who teach 
instruments other than piano.  In past board meetings, we have mentioned the possibility of incentives 
to encourage new MMTA members.  I think our “gift certificate” conference registration will be a great 
incentive for new people to see and hear about what we do.   Please make plans to attend our 60th 
MMTA Fall Conference at USM in Hattiesburg on October 31-November 1 and choose some colleagues 
to take advantage of the free/gift registration conference feature for anyone who has never been an 
MMTA member.  Come celebrate the newly renovated music buildings at USM.  Our guest artist concert 
will feature the USM orchestra with guest violinist, Marta Szlubowska, concert mistress of the MSO.  
Donna Toney will be IMTF speaker, and Luigi Zaninelli will be our commissioned composer.  Joanne 
Smith plans to present a piano clinician session and a masterclass.  We are also planning a special cake 
to celebrate 60 years. 

Remember that we are a not-for-profit organization (501c3) and our purpose is educational.  We need 

to be very careful to abide by the prohibitions in the FTC compliance guide (see my letter in the summer 
MMT for a summary) since MTNA has entered into a consent agreement with the FTC.  Remember that 

the compliance guide addresses situations that have always been part of our fair trade practice laws.       

Also remember the time and energy that has been expended by our national officers and legal team 
members to deal with this situation.  All our MS state affiliates have completed the certification.  

Affiliates who do not complete the certification or who disaffiliate could run into problems with both 

MTNA and the FTC.  Remember that MTNA is our umbrella.  Please address any questions to our MTNA 

CEO or counsel.  I will also be glad to relay questions or discuss issues with you. 

Congratulations on 60 years of MMTA, 

B arbara T racy 

MMTA President 

Barbara Tracy 
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President-Elect’s Message 
 

Ellen Elder 

We were fortunate to receive $3750.00 from our MAC grant 
request.  Positive comments were received from the grant 
committee panel.  Based on these comments, we will continue to 
grow upon our strengths, and to evaluate the areas where we can 
improve.   

Our conference committee met this morning to discuss the content 
and scheduling of the events for the 2014 MMTA Conference to be 
held October 31-November 1, 2014, at the University of Southern 
Mississippi.  Our New Faculty Showcase will take place on Friday 
afternoon of the conference.  Please help me to get the word out 
about this recital, and let me know if you have any colleagues 
who would like to participate.  The pre-college gold medal  

winners recital was a success last year, and we would like to invite the winners from the MMTA 
pre-college finals competitions to participate again this year.  It is tentatively scheduled for 
Saturday morning at 10:30 a.m. of the conference.   
 
Negotiations are under way with Dr. Scott Price, Prof. of Piano and Piano Pedagogy from Univ. of 
South Carolina.  Dr. Price has been asked to serve as our conference clinician.  He will give three 
presentations and a masterclass.  Our conference recital artists will be the USM Symphony 
Orchestra under the direction of Dr. Jay Dean, with guest violinist Marta Szlubowska.  Ms. 
Szlubowska is the Concertmistress of the Mississippi Symphony Orchestra, and has performed 
nationally and internationally as soloist and chamber musician.  She will join the USM Symphony 
Orchestra, which has a longstanding international reputation for musical excellence, and includes 
over 80 young musicians from the United States and 14 other countries.  The concert is free and 
open to the public, and will take place Friday, October 31, at 7:30 p.m. in Bennett Auditorium.   
 
Luigi Zaninelli is our commissioned composer.  He has written a magnificent work for piano and 
woodwind quintet entitled “Concerto Breve” which will be performed by the Category Five 
Woodwind Quintet from USM and Ellen Elder, piano.  The IMTF luncheon lecture will be 
presented by Donna Toney.  Ms. Toney is former Louisiana Music Teachers Association President, 
and is the recipient of the LMTA Outstanding Teacher Award, and the 2012 Music Teachers 
National Association Foundation Fellow.  Her topic will be “Independent Music Teaching:  
Challenges and Rewards.”  She will also serve as judge of the pre-college concerto competitions 
which will be held Saturday afternoon.  We have several member and non-member presentations 
planned for both days of the conference, including presentations by Dr. Julia Mortyakova, Dr. 
Valentin Bogdan, and a joint presentation by Dr. Michael Rushing and Dr. Ben Williams.  We are 
still accepting presentation ideas at this time.  Please send me your proposals by September 15 at 
ellen@ellenelder.com.  
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Treasurer’s Report 

Michael Rushing 

Balance sheet as of August 23, 2014 
 

Current assets: 
Checking: $13,814.09 
CDs: $18,342.92 

 
 

We are also excited to announce that Professor Joanne Smith, Professor Emerita of Piano and 
Piano Pedagogy from the University of Michigan School of Music, will be presenting a masterclass 
for intermediate to advanced pianists during the conference.  More information will be sent to the 
membership regarding this exciting opportunity for our students. 

 Please be sure to attend the MTNA competitions and the pre-college concerto competitions (held 
Friday morning-afternoon and Saturday afternoon respectively), and to enter your students in 
these events.  Rosangela Sebba and Alice Ballard will be in touch regarding the approaching 
deadlines for these competitions.   

I would like to thank the members of the conference committee for their support and assistance 
with planning.  I am excited about our plans for November, but I could not do it without your 
help.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Ellen Elder 
MMTA President-Elect 
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Vice President for Membership and 
Web Management 

Janine Beasley 

Vice President for Membership and Web Management 
August 23, 2014 
Janine Beasley 

 
As of August 22, 2014, 122 members are listed for the 2014-2015 year. Among these are 2 new 
collegiate members from the MTNA conference, 3 new members, 1 reinstating collegiate 
member (Transfer from UT), 3 reinstating members (1 status change from collegiate to active, 1 
transfer from Texas), and 1 transfer of membership from Kentucky. 
 
Website changes: 
Uploaded Spring and Summer MMT. 
Updated calendar. 
Added approved minutes. 
Added MAC Grant news release. 
 
 
Ongoing: miscellaneous updates as needed. 
Continue to send mass emails to members as requested. 
Working to get member list up-to-date with most current information. Unpaid members will be 
deleted if they have not paid dues by September 30. A message will be sent to the MMTA 
member list concerning the possible deletions.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janine Beasley 
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Vice President for Pre-College 
Performances 

Alice Ballard 

We enjoyed a successful round of Pre-College Finals this past May, but it is 
already time to plan for 2015!  Group B will go first with their Evaluations.  
Their auditions will be on Saturday, March 28, followed by Group A’s 
auditions on Saturday, April 11.  For more information, visit the Calendar 
link on our MMTA webpage.  Negotiations with a host institution for next 
year’s Pre-College Finals have been underway for some time and will be 
announced any day.  They are expected to be held in the Jackson area on 
Saturday, May 16.  Please check the Calendar page for details, to be posted.   

Our MMTA State Conference is approaching quickly and will be here in just  

a few weeks! The Pre-College Concerto Competitions will take place Saturday afternoon, November 1 
during the Conference.  I think is wise to review the guidelines, so here they are: The competition is open to 
all instruments, entrants must perform one movement of a standard concerto from memory, and students 
must provide their own accompanist, but teachers may accompany their own students.   

There is an important stipulation for the Pre-College Concerto Competition: In the event that a competition 
has less than 3 contestants, students will play for comments only. I am excited to tell you about a change in 
this year’s concerto competitions! Upon recommendation by teachers that the Elementary Division be 
divided, the Executive Board voted and agreed to this important revision.  The updated competition 
divisions are: 

Elementary A Concerto, grades 3 and below; 

Elementary B Concerto, grades 4-6; 

Junior Concerto, grades 7-9; 

Senior Concerto, grades 10-12. 

Although the concerto application does not yet show this change, students will be placed in either 
Elementary A or Elementary B, according to their grade in school.  I think this is a positive change that will 
improve the competitions.   

The Pre-College Concerto application and other information about the competition is located under the 
Student Activities section on our MMTA website.  The web page is 
http://msmusicteachers.org/competitions-precollege-concerto.php  Please note that October 1, 2014 is the 
deadline for submission of application forms and fees.   

One last bit of news – I have just recently found out that I have the opportunity to represent Mississippi at 
the MTNA Summit for Leadership in Cincinnati on September 19-21.  Wow!  I can hardly believe this has 
happened to me.  I promise to do my best for you, my dear colleagues in MMTA.     

Respectfully submitted, 

Alice Ballard, NCTM    

Vice-President for Pre-College Performances 
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Vice-President for Collegiate and National Competitions 

Rosangela Sebba 

Dear MMTA Members, 

The deadline to apply for MTNA competitions was September 10, at 3:00 PM Eastern Time. 
Looking at the participants I can say that we will have a great conference this coming fall. I 
would like to encourage you and your students to participate in our conference events: 
competitions, performances, workshops, lectures, banquet and luncheon. It is a great opportunity 
for us to exchange ideas, pedagogical approaches and experiences. 

The conference will be held at the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg-MS on 
October 31 and November 1. Competitions will take place only on the first day, October 31, and 
will feature the following categories: 

! Elementary Compositions (ages 5-10);  
! Junior Piano Performance (ages 11-14);  
! Senior Piano, String and Voice Performance (ages 15 18);  
! Young Artist Piano and Woodwind Performance (ages 19-26);  
! Chamber Music Performance (ages 18-26); 

 
This event is not only a great opportunity for our students to demonstrate their skills as 
performers and composers, but also to get involved as future professional musicians.  
 
Please encourage your institutional colleagues who are members or non-members of MTNA to 
attend. For more detailed information about competitions please go to MTNA website: 
http://www.mtna.org/programs/competitions/ , and if you have any question, please contact Dr. 
Rosângela Sebba, VP for Collegiate and National Competitions, at rys3@colled.msstate.edu 
 
See you at USM in Hattiesburg-MS.  
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Dr. Rosângela Yazbec Sebba,  
MMTA VP for Collegiate and National Competitions 
Professor of Music – Piano Area Chair, Theory and Ear Training 
Pre-College Piano Program coordinator 
Mississippi State University 
Department of Music  
E-mail: rys3@colled.msstate.edu 
 
!
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Jones County Junior College
Music Department

900 S. Court St.
Ellisville, Mississippi 39437

(601) 477-4094

Mike Boyd, Guitar/Music Survey
Jeff Brown, Percussion/Music Theory
Joel Dunlap, Concert Choir
Kay Guiles, Piano/Organ
Jennifer Hart, Voice/Theater
Jonathan Helmick, Low Brass/Band
Nikki Johnson, Voice/ Theater

Victoria Johnson, Piano
Lindsey Keay, Flute/Band
Meri Newell, Woodwinds
Patrick Richards, High Brass
Theresa Sanchez, Piano/Music Literature
Susan A. Smith, Voice/Theory/JC Voices
Gregory Wascoe, Voice/Ear Training

Susan A. Smith, Chair

www.jcjc.edu/programs/finearts

! ! ! ! ! ! !!

!

!

!

!"#$%&'%

Piano Area 

Elizabeth Moak 

Dear Students, MMTA Members, and Guests: 

The MMTA Board hope that musicians who have never before attended 
an MMTA conference will take advantage of our new offering waiving 
the conference registration fee for first-time attendees; please contact any 
board member for more information about this offer.  

As Performance Area Chair of Piano, I am particularly looking forward to 
seeing and hearing  piano students (whether first-timers, occasional 
participants, or the annual pilgrims) from around the state as they flock to 
the various piano competitions to be held in conjunction with the Fall 
Conference, beginning Fri. Oct. 31st, this year at the University of 
Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg. Additionally, it will be a pleasure to 
hear piano, whether in solo or collaborative format, on the new faculty  

recital, and to learn more on piano-related matters at the conference presentations. If you are in 
Hattiesburg on Thursday, Oct. 30th, you could catch the 7:30 p.m. showing of a silent movie “The 
Closet of Dr. Caligari” with Dr. Douglas Rust on our newly-refurbished organ in Marsh Hall on 
campus! If there is anything that I can do to help make your visit and/or performances go more 
smoothly, please do not hesitate to get in touch. And please don’t forget to plan ahead to attend the 
upcoming CMS Southern Regional Conference (last held in Mississippi in 2004) at the W in 
Columbus, Feb. 19-21, 2015, and to get ready for the Spring MMTA Collegiate Competitions, to be 
held Feb. 28, 2015, at Southern Miss. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Elizabeth Moak 
Performance Area Chair - Piano 
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Vice President for Pre-College 
Performances 

Alice Ballard 

The MMTA Pre-College Concerto Competitions were held Saturday, 
November 6, 2010, during the MMTA Conference at Delta State 
University.  In the piano competition there were 4 elementary 
entrants, 2 junior entrants, and 2 senior entrants.  In the strings 
competition there was 1 elementary entrant and 1 senior entrant.  All  

of the students gave fine performances.   Congratulations are in order for all who took part in the 
Concerto Competitions!  Be sure and see the listing of winners, participants, and teachers, available 
in this edition of the MMT.  For next year, we would like to hear many more capable students in 
this important competition.     

We have important dates coming up for the Pre-College Evaluations, so please mark your 
calendars.  Group B goes first with auditions on April 2nd for students in Ellisville, Columbus, 
Oxford, Starkville, Vicksburg, and Wesson.  Group A’s auditions will take place the following 
Saturday, April 9, for those in the Jackson, Meridian, Tupelo, Hattiesburg/Gulf Coast, and 
Goodman areas.  The MMTA Pre-College Finals will take place Saturday, May 14, 2011, at 
Mississippi College in Clinton.   

Ellen Price Elder, my predecessor, did a wonderful job as the Vice-President for Pre-Colleges 
Performances.  We should emulate her commitment to our organization.       

 

Respectfully submitted,   

Alice Ballard 
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Music Forum of Jackson was established as an organization in 1968. My, what a legacy lives on! 
It is a great privilege to serve as president of such an amazing group of teaching musicians. I 
extend a special thanks to our immediate past president, Jane Fox. She led our team the last two 
years so capably, with graceful wisdom and unparalleled commitment.  
 
A summer board meeting was held in July to plan for the coming  
school year.  We added the following events to the 2014-2015 calendar. . . 
SONATA/SONATINA FESTIVAL  
       November 22, 2014 
       Millsaps College 
       Co-Chairs are Donna Reed & Patsy Simpson 
 
BACH FESTIVAL 
       February 14, 2015 
       Hinds Community College in Raymond 
       Chair - Carol Durham 
This is the 46th year for MFJ to host our Bach Festival. We welcome teachers throughout our state 
and beyond to enter students in this Baroque event. 
 
MMTA PRE-COLLEGE EVALUATIONS 
       April 11, 2015 
       Hinds Community College in Raymond 
       Chair - Kay Johnson 
 
STATE FINALS 
       May 16, 2015, Jackson 
Other dates to remember: 
♪60th MMTA Fall Conference, October 31-November 1, 2014 @ USM 
♪MTNA 2015 National Conference, March 21-25, 2015, Las Vegas, NV 
 
Once again we look forward to an eventful year of celebrating music! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Brenda Sullivan 
President, Music Forum of Jackson 
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Hattiesburg Music Teachers League 

The HMTL will begin the fall semester on September 13 with our first meeting of the year at USM.  
Lindsey Keay, Assistant Band Director of JCJC, will present a program:  “Back to Basics:  Core 
Principles of Effective Instruction” following the business meeting.  Undergraduate and graduate 
students in music education from both USM and William Carey University have been invited to 
attend this special program, along with JCMTA members. 

Student recitals will be held in the recital hall of Mississippi Music on October 25.   

The HMTL will jointly host a reception with JCMTA following the guest artist concert at the 
MMTA conference on Friday, October 31 at USM.  We hope to see many MMTA members in 
attendance at the concert and reception! 

Finally, the HMTL is deeply appreciative of the excellent job that Barbara Tracy has done as state 
president for the past two years.  She has been a very effective leader in every way and a valuable 
asset to MMTA.  For the next chapter in MMTA leadership, we are very proud that one of our own 
members, Dr. Ellen Elder, will assume the position of MMTA President following the state 
conference.  Congratulations to Barbara Tracy on a job well done and congratulations to Ellen 
Elder for assuming this new leadership role! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Laura Broughton, D.M.A., NCTM 

HMTL President 

 
!
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Vice President for Pre-College 
Performances 

Alice Ballard 

The MMTA Pre-College Concerto Competitions were held Saturday, 
November 6, 2010, during the MMTA Conference at Delta State 
University.  In the piano competition there were 4 elementary 
entrants, 2 junior entrants, and 2 senior entrants.  In the strings 
competition there was 1 elementary entrant and 1 senior entrant.  All  

of the students gave fine performances.   Congratulations are in order for all who took part in the 
Concerto Competitions!  Be sure and see the listing of winners, participants, and teachers, available 
in this edition of the MMT.  For next year, we would like to hear many more capable students in 
this important competition.     

We have important dates coming up for the Pre-College Evaluations, so please mark your 
calendars.  Group B goes first with auditions on April 2nd for students in Ellisville, Columbus, 
Oxford, Starkville, Vicksburg, and Wesson.  Group A’s auditions will take place the following 
Saturday, April 9, for those in the Jackson, Meridian, Tupelo, Hattiesburg/Gulf Coast, and 
Goodman areas.  The MMTA Pre-College Finals will take place Saturday, May 14, 2011, at 
Mississippi College in Clinton.   

Ellen Price Elder, my predecessor, did a wonderful job as the Vice-President for Pre-Colleges 
Performances.  We should emulate her commitment to our organization.       

 

Respectfully submitted,   

Alice Ballard 
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Music!Forum!of!Jackson!was!founded!April!1968!and!

is!affiliated!with!MMTA!and!MTNA.!
!
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    JONES COUNTY MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
    Janine Beasley, President 
 
    August 23, 2014 

 
 
 
A meeting was held July 27, 2014 to choose new officers and committee members, and to 
determine dates for Showcase Recital, Solo-Sonata Competition, and Ensemble Festival. Music 
for Solo-Sonata Competition and Ensemble Festival was also selected.  
 
A luncheon meeting will be held at Morgan’s on Main in Collins on September 6, 2014. 
 
The JCMTA annual Showcase Recital will be held on Sunday, November 16, 2014. Student 
performers and composers will be highlighted at this event. 
 
The JCMTA annual Solo and Sonata Competition will be held on Saturday, January 24, 2015. 
The competition is for students sixth through twelfth grade. 
 
JCMTA will hold its annual Ensemble Festival in February, 2015, exact date to be determined. 
 
Business meetings will be held prior to the above events. 
 
Jones County Music Teachers Association will participate in the Ellisville area MMTA 
Evaluations in March 2015, exact dates to be determined, at Jones County Junior College.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janine Beasley 
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The Golden Triangle Music Forum has experienced some major changes in the last year with 
the loss of our faithful president, Ricki Prewitt, and long time treasurer, Dixie Clark.  We are 
currently working on ways to recruit teachers.   
 
Some of our beloved traditions will continue this year, including our Fall Musicale (last year the 
students all performed in their Halloween costumes), our 12 Days of Christmas fundraiser, and 
our Honors Recital.  The Honors Recital is for students who make it to state finals.  We hire two 
judges for this event and offer monetary awards to winners from each grade at the end of the 
recital.  It is a great incentive. 
 
This year, there are some opportunities offered by MSU that piano students from other areas will 
benefit from.  The MSU Music Department will be hosting their annual MSU Piano Retreat in 
January.  A guest artist will attend the weekend retreat to work with the students in a master class 
setting.  The MUS Piano faculty are working on getting a grant from the Starkville Area Arts 
Council to bring Russian pianist, Alexandre ‘Sasha’ Moutouzkine and his brother, a Russian 
flautist, to be the guest artists.  MSU will also be hosting a workshop by Mark Hayes February 20-
22.  The classes and concerts will attract vocalists and pianists of all ages and regions. 

 
 

The Music Forum of Tupelo plans to get more active once again with our first meeting to be 
held in September.  We have sent in our ad to the Mississippi Music Teacher, as well as an ad for the 
fall convention program. 
 
Dr. L. Darwin Brooks will serve as president of the local organization for 2014-2015. 
 
Information about planned programs and goals will be available after our September meeting 
when items are approved by the membership. 
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The Vicksburg Music Teachers Association has planned a busy year, including a few 
professional development opportunities for teachers and several recitals.   We will start the year 
with a teachers’ “Fun Night,” for fellowship and to watch a film called “The Lady in Number 
6.”  The film is based on the true story of pianist Alice Herz-Sommers, a Holocaust survivor for 
whom music saved her life.   We will have a teachers’ workshop to review our recital procedures, 
to address overall student preparation and audience education. 
  
Our Annual Boys Recital theme this year is ‘Super Heroes and Science Fiction,’ an idea which was 
suggested by a student’s parent.  The recital is around Halloween, so we will again have fun with 
optional costumes and the favorite movie music.   A new event is in the works for this year, to 
have a Christmas music play-a-thon at the local convention center.  Students can collect pledges to 
donate money toward music camp scholarships and other local musical activities.    
  
At the first of the year, we hope to host a Master Class by a former Vicksburg student, Kaylina 
Madison, who is studying for her doctorate in Ethnomusicology at Fisk University.   In January, 
we will hold a Sacred Music recital, and in February a Girls Recital with a Disney-Fantasy 
theme.  The rest of the season will be filled with Evaluations and year-end recitals. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeanne Evans 
Vicksburg Music Teachers Association 
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Some pictures from the Spring finals were received after the publication 
of the summer MMT.  We extend our apologies to the students who were 

left out of that issue. 

Level 3 & Below Performance Level 8 Performance 

Level 8 Performance Level 9 Performance 

Level 10 Performance Level 12 Performance 
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The Winters School of Music and Ministry Studies, one of the 
fastest-growing schools at William Carey University, invites you to 
join its growth. The school offers many different academic programs 
and activities in a caring, Christian environment:

• Bachelor of Arts in Music
• Bachelor of Music (Contemporary Worship Ministry)
• Bachelor of Music (Music Education – Instrumental)
• Bachelor of Music (Music Education – Vocal)
• Bachelor of Music (Music Therapy)
• Bachelor of Music (Performance: concentration options are Guitar, 

Organ, Piano or Voice)
• Music Minor
• Master of Music in Music Education (now accepting applications)
• Various activities, including 15 ensembles, musicals and operas

Winters School of Music
and Ministry Studies
Dr. Don Odom, Dean

(601) 318-6175
jgodshaw@wmcarey.edu

www.wmcarey.edu

Winters School of Music 
and Ministry Studies



 

 

Mississippi Music Teacher Fall 2014 

16 

2014 Conference 

October 31—November 1 

The University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg 

Conference Recital featuring the USM Symphony Orchestra 
with guest violinist Marta Szlubowska 

Friday, October 31, 2014, 7:30 p.m. 

Ms. Szlubowska is the Concertmistress of the Mississippi Symphony 
Orchestra, and has performed nationally and internationally as soloist and 
chamber musician.  She will join the USM Symphony Orchestra, under the 
direction of Dr. Jay Dean.  The orchestra has a longstanding international 
reputation for musical excellence, and includes over 80 young musicians 
from the United States and 14 other countries. The concert is free and open 
to the public! 

Guest Piano Clinician 
Scott Price 

Scott Price is professor of piano and piano pedagogy at the 
University of South Carolina 

Dr. Price will give 3 presentations throughout the conference, and 
present a masterclass for intermediate and advanced piano students. 

Dr. Price is creator and editor-in-chief of the on-line piano pedagogy 
journal "Piano Pedagogy Forum“ 

Dr. Price has recorded 39 compact discs of educational piano music  

for Alfred Publishing Company, and has published educational compositions with Alfred 
Publishing Company and the FJH Music Company 

Special teaching interests of Dr. Price include teaching students with disabilities, very young 
children, and teaching keyboard improvisation to piano students ranging from beginning to 
advanced levels. His work with students with special needs has been featured on WISTV (SC) and 
WLTX (SC), and in Clavier Companion Magazine. One of Dr. Price’s students with autism was 
featured on Dateline NBC 
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Guest Piano Masterclass featuring Joanne Smith 

Joanne Smith is University of Michigan Professor Emerita of Piano 
Pedagogy 

Prof. Smith will give 3 presentations throughout the conference, 
and present a masterclass for intermediate and advanced piano 
students. 

She has given workshops, masterclasses, and clinics throughout the 
United States. 

She was awarded the 2002 National Music Teacher of the Year 
Award from the Music Teachers National Association.   

Donna Toney 
          Independent Music Teachers Forum Speaker 

Presentation Topic:  “Independent Music Teaching:  Challenges 
and Rewards” 

Ms. Toney will present a luncheon lecture and judge the Saturday 
afternoon pre-college concerto competitions on November 1. 

Ms. Toney is a former Louisiana Music Teachers Association 
President, and is the recipient of the LMTA Outstanding Teacher 
Award, and the 2012 Music Teachers National Association 
Foundation Fellow. 

Luigi Zaninelli 
        2014 Commissioned Composer 

Prof. Zaninelli’s composition Concerto Breve, for piano and 
woodwind quintet, will be premiered during the conference. 

He is former composer-in-residence at the University of Southern 
Mississippi. 

He has published over 300 compositions, which are performed 
worldwide. 

He is the recipient of five music awards from the Mississippi 
Institute of Arts and Letters. 
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The conference events will be held in three different 
buildings:  Mannoni Performing Arts Center (PAC), Marsh Hall 

Fine Arts Building (FAB), and Bennett Auditorium. 
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2014 MMTA Tentative Conference Schedule 
Friday, Oct. 31-Saturday, November 1, 2014 

University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, MS 
 
Thursday, October 30:  Past President’s Luncheon—Location and Time TBA 
 
Friday, October 31: 

Complimentary refreshments available in Intermezzo @ Woods Gallery (1st floor or the Marsh Fine Arts 
Building)— 

Provided by University of Southern Mississippi  
 
8:00 a.m.  Conference registration—Marsh Auditorium lobby; Registration of students for MTNA competitions 
also begins 
 
8:15 a.m.  MMTA Board meeting—Marsh Fine Arts Building Rm. 218 
 
8:30 a.m.  MTNA competitions begin  
  
9:00 a.m.  MMTA Member Presentation 
 
10:30 a.m.  Dr. Scott Price, Guest Clinician Presentation:  Autism and Piano Study:  A Basic Teaching 
Vocabulary— 
Marsh Fine Arts Building Rm. 218 
 
This session will outline basic procedures for teaching piano in the world of students with autism.  Lesson 
video will demonstrate the specific and detailed routines useful and necessary for fostering learning and 
performance success. 
  
11:30 a.m.  Lunch “on your own” for conference attendees 
 
1:00 p.m.  Dr. Scott Price, Guest Clinician Presentation:  Singing Chopin - Style Elements and "How To" for 
Intermediate and Advanced students—Marsh Fine Arts Building Rm. 218 
 
This session will explore the vocal style of piano playing necessary in the performance of Chopin’s piano 
works.  Specific teaching techniques will be addressed to help students navigate Chopin’s unique approach to 
performance. 
  
2:00 p.m.  New Faculty Recital—Marsh Fine Arts Building Auditorium 
 
3:00 p.m.  Certification Session (Roundtable Discussion)—Jacquelyn Thornell, Certification Chair, will serve as 
moderator 
 
4:00 p.m.  Piano masterclass with Joanne Smith, Prof. Emerita University of Michigan—Marsh Fine Arts 
Building Auditorium 
 
5:30-6 p.m.  Recital including premiere of commissioned composition by Luigi Zaninelli, Concerto Breve— 
Marsh Fine Arts Building Auditorium 
  
Performed by the Category Five Woodwind Quintet and Ellen Elder, pianist (USM faculty): 
Danilo Mezzadri, flute 
Merideth Hite, oboe 
Jackie McIlwain, clarinet 
Kim Woolly, bassoon 
Jacquelyn Adams, horn 
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Ellen Elder, piano  
 
6:00 p.m.  Conference Banquet—Intermezzo @ Woods Gallery (1st floor of the Marsh Fine Arts Building) 
Barbara Tracy, MMTA President, presiding 
7:30 p.m.  Guest Artist Recital—Marta Szlubowska, violinist, with the USM Symphony Orchestra, under the 
direction of Dr. Jay Dean--Bennett Auditorium 
Concert is free and open to the public. 
 **Program found in conference booklet 
 
Reception following recital hosted by the Hattiesburg Music Teachers League and Jones County Music 
Teachers Association—Aubrey K. Lucas Administration Building Rotunda 
 
 
Saturday, November 1: 
8:00 a.m.  MMTA Business meeting 
 
9:00 a.m.  Dr. Scott Price, Guest Clinician Presentation:  Special Needs Piano Study - Inside Real Lessons with 
Real Students 
 
This session will deal with reading, counting, and technique issues and the teaching techniques used with 
students with special needs.  Video clips will illustrate teaching examples, and questions and answers are 
encouraged from audience members. 
 
10:00 a.m.  Piano masterclass with Dr. Scott Price, Guest Clinician—Marsh Fine Arts Building Auditorium 
 
11:00 a.m.  Recital featuring gold medal winners from 
2014 MMTA Pre-College Evaluations— 
Marsh Fine Arts Building Auditorium 

11:00 a.m.  Guitar Summit “Meet and Greet”— 
Michael Patilla, MMTA Guitar Area Chair, presiding 
 

 
12:00 p.m.  IMTF luncheon with Donna Toney—“Independent Music Teaching:  Challenges and Rewards”—
Intermezzo @ Woods Gallery (1st floor of the Marsh Fine Arts Building) 
 
Victoria Johnson, IMTF Chair, presiding 
 
1:00 p.m.  Registration for pre-college concerto strings competitions—Marsh Fine Arts Building Lobby 
 
1:15 p.m.  Pre-college concerto strings competitions begin—Marsh Fine Arts Building, Rm. 365 
 
1:30 p.m.  Registration for pre-college concerto piano 
competitions—Marsh Fine Arts Building Lobby 
 

1:30 p.m.—Guitar Summit:  Pre-College Evaluations 
Information Session for Guitar Teachers 
 
Presented by Dixie Lawson, VP for Pre-College 
Evaluations 
 
Michael Patilla, Guitar Area Chair, presiding 

 
1:45 p.m.  Pre-college concerto piano competitions begin—Marsh Fine Arts Building Lobby 
Alice Ballard, VP for Pre-College Performances, presiding 
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I!would!like!a!Certificate!of!Conference!Attendance/CEU.!!!!!____!YES!____!NO!
Please!check!this!box!if!you!would!like!MTNA/MMTA!membership!information.!!!!

MMTA 2014 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 
2014 MMTA CONFERENCE, Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 2014  

University of Southern Mississippi--Hattiesburg, MS 
 

Please mail your Conference registration, Banquet, and IMTF Luncheon fees  
no later than OCTOBER 24 to: 

Ellen Elder 
1116 Poplar Rd. 

Hattiesburg, MS  39401 
The Conference advanced registration fee includes the Conference Program Book as well as admission to all 

workshops, lectures, and concerts during the 2014 Conference. Your materials and name tag will be 
available at the Conference registration desk.  Registration fee for MMTA members and non-members is $30.  

College and Pre-college students may attend at no cost. 
 

Please note that the Guest Artist Concert on Friday evening at 7:30 PM  
(Marta Szlubowska, violinist, with the USM Symphony Orchestra)  

is open to the public with no admission charge. 
 

Our annual conference presents opportunities for professional development, networking, and assistance in 
MTNA certification. We will offer a certificate of attendance and/or CEU’s  

for any student or teacher requiring documentation. 
 

Registration fees will also be accepted at the Conference registration desk. 
Friday evening Banquet fees and the Saturday IMTF Luncheon fees MUST BE PAID by October 24. 

I am enclosing payment for the following (please indicate your preference): 
______ MMTA MEMBER OR Non-Member REGISTRATION FEE – $30 
______ College or Pre-college student REGISTRATION - free 
______ BANQUET FEE – $18.50 (buffet):   
Magnolia chicken breast with warm bacon tomato topping or cheese lasagna; hasselbeck new potatoes, fresh 
vegetable medley, spring green salad with sundried tomato dressing, toasted coconut cake, dinner rolls with 
butter, iced tea/water/coffee 
Please indicate your preference for Magnolia chicken breast _______or the cheese lasagna (veg.)_______ 
______IMTF LUNCHEON FEE – $12.50 (please choose from the following sandwich options).   
All lunches come with a choice of two lunch salads, chips, assorted cookies, iced tea, and bottled water. 
 
       1.  Turkey and Swiss on Hearty Wheat          2.  Ham and Swiss on Whole Wheat                   

 
       3.  Balsamic Marinated Vegetable Wrap with Fresh Mozzarella and Spinach 
 
$_________ TOTAL ENCLOSED (make checks payable to MMTA) 
Information for Conference name tag:  NAME: _________________________________________________ 
MMTA LOCAL AFFILIATE/OFFICE/SCHOOL/Other: ________________________________________ 
If you wish to sponsor someone who has never been to an MMTA conference, please indicate their name, cell 
phone, and email address below.  Their conference registration fee will be waived.  PLEASE NOTE:  This 
sponsorship covers their registration fee only.  Banquet and IMTF luncheon fees are the responsibility of the 
person being sponsored.   
Name of person being sponsored:_________________________Cell Phone:(      )________________________ 
Email of person being sponsored:_______________________________________________________________ 

! !

!

!

!
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Hotel Information 
 

Conference(Hotel(Information:(
!

Microtel Inn & Suites 
105 Westover Dr. 

Hattiesburg, MS  39402 
(601) 450-1592 

 
Rooms with Queen Single and Queen Double are available on 10/30 and 10/31 

Queen Single:  $65 + tax 
Queen Double:  $75 + tax 

 
Call the front desk at (601) 450-1592 and reserve a room  

using the Group Reference Code “Mississippi Music Teachers Association” 
 

Please make reservations by 10/10 
   

Other hotel options in Hattiesburg: 
 

Hampton Inn 
4301 Hardy St. 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402 
(601) 264-8080 
 

Comfort Suites 
122 Plaza Dr. 
Hattiesburg, MS  39402 
(601) 261-5555 
 

Days Inn 
111 Thornhill Dr. 
Hattiesburg, MS  39402 
(601) 268-1151 
  

Hilton Garden Inn & Suites 
133 Plaza Dr. 
Hattiesburg, MS  39402 
(601) 261-3770 
 

Fairfield Inn and Suites 
173 Thornhill Dr. 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402 
(601) 296-7777 
 

Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites 
10 Gateway Dr. 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402 
(601) 296-0302 
 

Baymont Inn and Suites 
123 Plaza Dr. 
Hattiesburg, MS  39402 
(601) 264-8380 
 

Courtyard by Marriott 

119 Grand Dr. 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
(601) 268-3050 
   

Best Western 
2 Churchill St. 
Hattiesburg, MS  39402 
(601) 264-7668 
 

Candlewood Suites 
9 Gateway Dr. 
Hattiesburg, MS  39402 
(601) 264-9666 
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Mark Your Calendar 

October 31-November 1, 2013 - Fall 2014 MMTA Conference – The University of Southern 
Mississippi, Hattiesburg, MS 

October 31, 2014 – MTNA State Competitions, The University of Southern Mississippi, 
Hattiesburg, MS 

January 2015 – 2015 MTNA Southern Division, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 

January 2015– MMTA Collegiate Competitions, The University of Southern Mississippi, 
Hattiesburg, MS 

March 21-25, 2015 – 2015 MTNA Conference, Las Vegas, NV 

March 28, 2015 – Pre-College District Evaluations, Group B (Columbus/Starkville, Ellisville, 
Oxford, and Vicksburg) 

April 11, 2015 – Pre-College District Evaluations, Group A (Goodman, Gulf Coast, Hattiesburg, 
Jackson, Meridian, and Tupelo) 

April 18, 2015 -- MVSU Piano Festival, Itta Bena, MS 
 

May 16, 2015– MMTA Pre-College Finals, Millsaps College, Jackson, MS 

 
 

Do you have an event you would like to be placed in the Mississippi Music Teacher?  Contact Stephanie 
Holmes at sholmes057@gmail.com.    
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Mississippi Music Teacher is published online three 
times per year.  Address all communications, articles, 

and pictures to the Editor.  The MMT is available to the 
public on the MMTA website in PDF format.   

ADVERTISING: Limited advertising space is available 
for firms or individuals who have a product or service 
of specific interest or benefit to MMTA members.  All 

correspondence regarding advertising should be sent to 
the VP for Public Relations. 

YEARLY ADVERSTISING RATES (size in inches) 

2 ¼ x 1 $70   2 ¼ x 2 ¼  $120 

2 ¼ x 4 5/8  $170        2 ¼ x 7 $240 

4 5/8 x 4 5/8 $275  4 5/8 x 7 (half page) $500 

7 x 9 ¼ (full page) $900 

Conference printed edition ads can be purchased for 
that one edition for 1/3 of the above prices. 
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MMTA Officers 
 

 

MMTA Officers 

President 

Barbara Tracy 
617 Holly Ridge Drive 
Vicksburg, MS 39180 
Phone: 601-638-3453 
barbara9872@att.net 

President Elect 

Ellen Price Elder 
116 Poplar Road 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
Phone: 601-467-9745 
Work: 601-318-6179 
ellen@ellenelder.com 

Immediate Past President 

Ian Hominick 
432 Cherokee Drive 
Oxford, MS 38655 
Phone: 662-513-4994 
Work: 662-915-1282 
ihominic@olemiss.edu 

VP for Membership & Web Management 

Janine Beasley 
3122 N 5th Ave. 
Laurel, MS 39440 
Phone: 601-649-9240 
music@beasinc.com 

VP for Collegiate & National Competitions 

Rosangela Yazbec Sebba 
P.O. Box 6240 
Mississippi State, MS 39762 
Phone: 662-325-2854 
rys3@colled.msstate.edu 

VP for Pre-College Performances 

Alice Ballard 
Hinds Community College 
P.O. Box 1100 
Raymond, MS 39154 
Phone: 769-226-7038 
Work: 601-857-3528 
Alice.Ballard@hindscc.edu 
 

VP for Pre-College Evaluations 

Dixie Lawson 
29 Scarlett Street 
Purvis, MS 39475 
Phone: 601-268-6216 
musicmom1986@comcast.net  

VP for Public Relations (Newsletter Editor) 

Stephanie Holmes 
226 Hillcrest Drive 
Kosciusko, MS 39090 
Phone: 662-417-1390 
seholmes2@hotmail.com 

Secretary 

Yvonne Young-McGrath 
753 Canterbury Dr 
Biloxi, MS 39532-4303 
Phone: 228-617-9127 
mcgmomx4@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 

Michael Rushing 
1034 RN Whitfield St. 
Florence, MS 39073 
Phone: 601-573-1068 
mrushing@mc.edu 

Appointed Officers 

Chair of Theory & Composition 

Benjamin Williams 
1221 Cliffdale Dr 
Clinton, MS 39056 
Phone: 601-925-7739 
benwilliams@mc.edu 

Chair of Independent Music Teachers Forum 

Victoria Johnson 
900 South Court Street 
Ellisville, MS 39437 
Phone: 601-477-2674 
victoria.johnson@jcjc.edu 
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Chair of College Faculty Forum 

Angela Willoughby 
100 Murial St 
Clinton, MS 39056 
Phone: 601-906-8040 
willough@mc.edu 

Chair of Certification 

Jacqueline Thornell 
5929 Lake Terrace Circle 
Jackson, MS 39211 
Phone: 601-952-0060 
jsthornell@bellsouth.net  

Assistant to the VP for Public 
Relations 

Position not filled 

Webmaster 

Handmade Designs                                                   
Toll Free 1-877-467-2660    
www.handmadedesigns.com 

Performance Area Chairs 

Brass 

Douglas Mark 
Delta State University 
Department of Music 
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4607 
dmark@deltastate.edu 

Chamber Music/Jazz 

Jung-Won Shin 
Delta State University 
Department of Music 
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4123 
jshin@deltastate.edu 

Guitar 

Michael Patilla 
Mississippi State University 
Music Building A 
Mississippi State, MS 39762 
Office: 662-325-2866 
guitar@colled.msstate.edu 

 
 

Piano 

Elizabeth Moak 
609 Woodbine Lane 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402-2050 
Phone: 601-268-5524 
elizabeth.moak@usm.edu 

Strings 

Alexander Russakovsky 
University of Southern Mississippi 
School of Music 
118 College Drive, # 5081 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406 
Phone: 601-266 6851 
arussakovsky@hotmail.com 

Voice 

Phyllis Lewis-Hale 
Jackson State University 
Department of Music 
P.O. Box 17055 
Jackson, MS 39217 
Phone: 601-979-2984 
phyllis.lewis-hale@jsums.edu 

Woodwinds 

Shelley Collins 
Delta State University 
Department of Music 
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4617 
scollins@deltastate.edu 

Collaborative Arts 

Theresa Sanchez, NCTM 
907 N 34th Ave 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
Phone: 601-271-8700 
theresa.sanchez@jcjc.edu 

Gulf Coast MTA 

Carol Mahler 
9428 Hidden Acres Road 
Pass Christian, MS 39571 
Phone: 228-586-1879 
jmdoc@bellsouth.net 

Hattiesburg Music Teachers League 

Laura Broughton 
7 Canal Drive 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402 
Phone: 601-441-1248 
drlaurab@comcast.net 

Jones County MTA 

Janine Beasley 
3122 N 5th Ave. 
Laurel, MS 39440 
Phone: 601-649-9240 
music@beasinc.com 

Music Forum of Jackson 

Jane Duran Fox 
2209 Heritage Hill Drive 
Jackson, MS 39211 
Phone: 601-981-6607 
janeduranfox@gmail.com 

Music Forum of Tupelo 

Peggy Oakes 
2012 Strain St. 
Tupelo, MS 38804 
oakesp@bellsouth.net 

Vicksburg MTA 

Jeanne Evans 
3140 Drummond St 
Vicksburg, MS 39180-4912 
Phone: 601-634-0826 
ajevans88@bellsouth.net 

 
 

Local Affiliates 

Golden Triangle Music Forum 

Katie Wallace 
1223 Meadowlark Dr. 
Starkville, MS 39759 
Phone: 662-341-5117 
wallacepiano5@gmail.com 
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From the MMT Editor 

Our Fall Conference is quickly approaching!  I’m excited about 
the line up we have for this year’s conference.  We are going to 
have great presentations, great music, and a great chance to 
catch up with our colleagues from around the state.   

Ellen Elder has been instrumental in planning this year’s 
conference.  When you see her, be sure to thank her for all of 
her hard work. 

See you at USM! 
Stephanie Holmes 

Editor 

 

 

  

Mississippi Music Teacher 

Stephanie Holmes, editor 

226 Hillcrest Drive 
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 
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From the MMT Editor 

Stephanie Holmes 

Editor 

My pastor plays the guitar at several restaurants around Kosciusko and 
Jackson.  He recently told me about a conversation he had with one of his 
friends.  Don made the comment that he wanted to be a better musician.  
His friend told him that he was a good musician simply because he had 
the gift of music.  He just had to learn how to tap into that gift better.   
 
I believe that every child I teach has musical ability.  Some may just have 
more than others!  However, it is my job to teach them how to tap into 
that ability and become the pianist they are meant to be.  As pre-college 
auditions approach (Are they really in a month?!?), I hope to teach my 
students how to reach their potential.  I hope you’ll do the same. 
 
Happy 2012!  
 


